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PROVERBS N xiv, 34. 


Righteoufueſs exalteth a Nation ; But Si in is a Re: 
ae to any People, . 


| <Here are fow to be hang, 1 
ver ſelfiſh their Deſigns and con · 
tracted their Souls may be, but 
what profeſs at leaſt to have 


"FR Regard, ſome Tearmings of Bee, L 


for their Country. And indeed, this is 
what Se Love it ſelf, when purſu'd thro? 
all its neceſſary. Conſequences, will una- 
voidably prompt Men to; auen as the 
Happinfe of every Individual is in ſome 
degree wrap'd up in, and inter woven with 
that of the Community: and conſequently | 
it is indiſpenſably incumbent upon every 
one, as far as in him lieth, to preſerve the 
Health and Vigour of the Body Politicł, as 
well as that of his own Natural Body. 
Accordingly, many and various have been 
the Devices of Men in all Ages to this 
Purpoſe ; but we need not have Recourſe 
to the Axioms of Marhivilian Policy, or 
the Concluſious of carnal Wiſdom, but to 
che ſurer ä of infallitle Truth. 
God 


enn . y 


a 7 


God aſſurd us by the Mouth 
of his Prophet Samuel, that 
r Ben ge hey that . — him, be wil |; 
hoazour, but that they that deſpiſe him, ſhall | 
be lightly eſteeni d. And that Prince, to 
Vu hom God had given a w2/e and an under. 
ſtanding Heart, who experimentally xnew- 
what would prove the Orzament and Glory | 
of a Nation, and what the Diſgrace and 
Nuin of it, even he has told us that RIg- 
teauſneſs exalteth a Nation : But Siu gs a | 
Reproach to any People. 
An Aphoriſm this, The Truth of which 
has been abundantly confirm'd by the uni- 
form Practice of all Ages; ſince not only 
wiſe and good Princes, who with Holy 
David ſet God always before them, but e- 
ven thoſe mighty Nimrods, thoſe lawleſs 
Lewiathans, who had broke looſe from the 
Reſtraints of Conſcience and Religion, 
have always found it expedient to encou- 
rage and keep up, the Form at leaſt, if not 
the Subſiance of Godlinels. - © | 
And yet in this our Age, which has al. 
moſt reconciled all »z07a/ Contradictions, 
it has been affirm'd, that the propereſt Way 
to promote the Iatereſis of a Society, 15 
to recommend and ſupport Lewareſs and 
Debauchery; and that the Vices of every 
particular Member are inſtrumental 15 = 
20 


. 


Good of the whole 8 
true, then theſe ſolemn Proceſſio 
tice throꝰ our Land are directed to a wron 


* 


7. If this be 
ions of Juſ= 


End, and the Civil Magiſtrate is in effeck 
undermining / and fubverting that Conſti- 


tution, whoſe Safety and Welfare he in- 


* 
U 


tends, by inflictin | proper Penalties upon 
detecting lurk- 


Vice and Immorality, 
ing, and diſguis d Enormities, and by cen- 
furing and pag ey evil Work. As 
erroneous and: abſurd as th | 

they have notwithſtanding had their Pa- 


Proms and Abettors, as well as other 77:P1076 


Opinions which have of late been ſo induſ- 
triouſly propagated amongſt us, by Men, 
who, in order to. decry and depreciate 


Revelation, argue ſtrongly for naturaf . 
Reaſon, but who in Reality plead for ne 
Religion at all; and conſequently, muſt be 


Enemies of that Riehteonſneſs, which, we 
are aſſur'd, exalteth a Nation, as well as 
Encouragers and Promoters of Sin which 
7s a Reproach to any People. 
Ihe latter Branch of the Text is inclu- 

ded in, and naturally flows from the for- 
mer; I ſhall therefore after having briefly 


pointed out, what is meant by Righteoz/- 


neſs, endeavour to prove the Truth of the 
Hiſeman' Aſſertion, that Righteonſneſs ex- 
alteth a Nation. 5 TY 
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Pfalm xv. 2, 3, 4. 
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1 
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more limited Senſe is us'd in Holy Scrip · 


ture, for that Egrity it is ineumbent upon 
us to obſerve both in/di/tyibutive and dom. 
mittative: Juſtice. The former conſiſſs in 
the enaQing of wiſe and wholeſome Laus, 


and in the regular and due Execution: of 


them. The latter in doing as we would 


be done by in our mutual Intercourſes and 


private Dealings with one another. With 
regard tothe former the Jewiſp Magiſtrates 
were commanded to 4o uo unrigbtecuſntſi 


Lev. zi, 18. rudge their Neighbours. With 
reſpect to the latter the Holy P/almi/# aſ. 
{ures us, that he that ſpealeth the Truth 


in his Heart, that Backbiteth not with bit 


Tongue, that doth no Evil to his Neighbour, 
that ſweareth to his own Hurt, aud jugs 

eth nat, be it is that wall. 
eth uprightly and worketh 
Riehteonſneſr. But in a more large, and 


comprehenſive Senſe Righteouſneſs is but 
another Word for Religion, and includes 


in it the ſeveral Duties we ſtand engag d 


to perform to Gad, our Neighbozr, or our 


ſelves. And agreeably to our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour's awn Comment, Chriſtianity N no- 
„ os „ thing 


In Judgment, not to reſpect the Perſon of 
be Poor, nor to honour the Perſon of. the 
Mighty, but in n 0 


— — RAY tc ů — 2 


ö 
thing elſe but that N hteeuſ, F which 
does exceed ib, Righteon fc of the: Seribes 
an Phariſees. And that the Term Righ- 
_ teouſneſs in the Txt is to be underſtood 
in this Latitude of Aceeptation is plain, 
becauſe Sin (which in Seripture Lan 
implies all kind of Wickedneſs) is in th 
latter part of the Verſe plat'd indefinite. 
ly in Contradiſtinction to it. 

Now that A 0 rs in this Noti- 
on of the Word, is highly conducive to the 
Temporal Proſperity of a Nation is abun- 
dantly evident not only from the aatural 
Fruits, and genuine Confequences: of it, 
but alſo from the Juſtice of God's over- 
ruling Providence 30 
Wherever Rgligion is countenanc'd and 
protected, like the Sun in its meridian 
Glory, it diffuſes a ſalutary Influence thro? 
every Part; and as in the zataral World, 
by the genial Watmth of the one, the 2ox7- 
ous Damps, and dreary Miſts are exhaled 
and diſſipated ; ſo, in the moral World the 
no leſs Peſtilential Vapours (if I may fo 
ſpeak) of Sin and Impiety are diſpers'd by 
the other. I ſhould exceed the Time al- 
lotted to Diſcourſes of this Nature, were 
] to attempt to enumerate the ſeveral 
Ways by which Religion aggrandiſeth a 
Nation. I ſhall-theretoreiaſtance in ſome 


. 1 4 a ; 2 ; 
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few Particulars, under one or other of 


which all the reſt may he compris d. 
It will not, I believe, be denied, but that 


Government; and conſequently (as Con- 
traries illuſtrate each other) that Iaduſtry is 


the very Nerves and 8:vews of it. Now, 


what ſtronger Motives, what more engag- 


ing Incentives to Labour and Diligence 


can poſſibly be found than thoſe which 
Religion propoſes? It aſſures us, that be 


that tilleth his Land hall 


Prov. 2 19. þ ave Plenty of Bre 4d; but 
Prov. xiii, 4. that he that followeth + after 


| Prov. xix. 15 · Vai n Perſe n. ſhall have Poverty | 
enough. That the Soul of the diligent ſhall 


be made fat, but an idle Soul ſpall (after 
Hunger. It exhorts us by our Lord Jeſus 
Chri/?, who went about doing good, not 
to walk, diſorderly, work- 


1 Theſſ. Ee ing not at all, but to work 


with Quietneſs, andto eat our own Bread. © 


And indeed, the Laws of Chriſtianity in 
this caſe extend alike to all Orders and 
Degrees of Men. They give to Rulers, 
and thoſe that are in Authority, the ne- 
ceſſary, tho*painful Pre-eminence of watch- 
ing over the People committed to their 
Charge, of guarding their reſpective 


Rights and Properties from open Violence, 


and 


M E 
5 
3 


* neſs, and to work with their 


T 
and ſecret Frauds; and of endeavouring 
always to promote the Publick Welfare 
and Happineſs, as thoſe that muſt one Day 

give an Account before the j udgment Seat 
of Chriſt. And, on the other hand, they 
command and enjoin Subjects to ſtuay to be 
quiet, to do their own Buſi- Da 6 
own Hands the Thing that is good. So 
- juſtly, even upon this Account, may it be 
affirm'd that ee exalteth a Na- 

tion, by laying the ſtrongeſt Obligations 
upon Conſcience to Labour and Induſtry; 
and thereby preventing thoſe innumerable 
Miſchiefs, which flow from Idleneſs and 
Luxury, thoſe unhappy Parents of Strife, 
Confuſion, and every evil Wo x. 
But further. Righteouſneſs, that is true 
Religion, naturally tends to promote the 
Welfare and Happineſs of Nations, by in- 
dearing the Government to all its Subjects, 
and by diſpoſing every Individual to act in 
ſubſerviency to the Publick Good. Where 
the Laws of the Land are built upon the 
immoyeable Foundation of the Laws of 
God ; where publick Juſtice is made the 
Guarantee of each Man's private Poſſeſſi- 
ons; where every one may fit under his own 


Fig- tree, and undiſturb'd enjoy the Fruits | 


of his own Labour; where there are no 
Mur- 


5 [ + * 
duenne, Com aitiugs in the Streets | 

as every ane enjoys 25 proportionable Stiare 
of national Happineſs, TatereF, as well as 


Duty, ſtrongiy oblige every Man to endes. 
—_ — to Handel uch ineſtimable 


hleſſings; and to advance propdrtionabiy 
to his re 2 Abilities the publick Wea] 
and Proſperity. In this caſe every Man 
muſt firſt be a Traitay to himſelf, betbre he 
can be ſo to the Publick; he muſt be deaf 
to the Voice of Mature, before he can di. 
| veſt himſelf of all Tendevneſs for the Com. 
munity. Far be it from me to affirm 
 (fince Experience has prov'd the contrary) 
that a Government founded u 7 n the e 
of Juſtice, and Religion, will filence | 
1 Complaints of hen e, are 
rov. * * gi ue u to Change; that it will 
diſperſe the ſettled Rancour of diſcontent- 
ed Achitophels, or work upon thoſe, who 
are confederated together to | didnt every 
Adminiſtration, in which they have not the 
Honour to preſide. But yet we may wick 
Truth and. eaſon affirm, that by the Bleſ- 
Prov. xi, 11. ng of the Upright the City is 
Hab. i. 4. exalted ; ; that where the Law 
Deut. i. 27. 3s wot flack'd, but adgment go- 
eth forth; where the ſmall as well as the 
great are hearay and the Throne is 15 — 


2 


La in Were ; there 


every one, Senſider d only in 


1 


mony, and Dai uerſal Good Mill between 


- Luke 1. 14 1 > 


the Empharical Language of the Prophet 
Jai ab, to beat aur Spears into „„ .. _ 

Pruning Hooks, and our Swords. 1 
into Plowſhares. There is nothing in the 
whole Goſpel Syſtem, that gives the leaſt 
1 , 
N | 


— 


Countenance to Acrimony- or IU Nature; | 
to Jars or Diſſentions. On the contrary, it 
enjoins Men to check the Extravagante 
of tumultuous Appetites; to ſubdue the 
Paſſions of Pride, Ambitign, Hatred and 
Peeviſhneſs ; and all other Deviations from | 
the Laws of Righteouſnefs, which natu- | 
rally tend to embitter the Sweets of Socie - 
ty. and to render Men cruel and unchari- 
table, turbulent and factious. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour has made the Love of our Brethren 
the diftinguiſhing Characteriſtick of his 
Diſciples; and the Apoſtles, his immediate 
Succeſſors, have given us [ine upon line, pr 
e Precept upon-precept to the 
en e fame P — P ee, oye 
St. Paul, (as the Elesi of God, Holy an 
 Belov'd)-Bowels of Mercy, Kjndneſs, Hums 
| bleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuſfering 
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
þ = another, if any Man have 4 
N ee , 
! * * - bove all theſe Things put on Cha- 


res ep (WW ee» a Gio ao &. ew oe A _-* 


Eno S. 


rity, which is the Bond of Penfectaeſi. And 

let the Peace of God rule in your Hearts, to | 

the which alſo ye are called in one Boch. 

How. earneſtly, and pathetically likewiſe 

| does the fame Apoſtle preſs the ſame Duty 
N upon his Philippian Converts ? If, ſays he, 
here be any Conſolation in Chriſt, 7 any 


* a 


7 


— A n 
11 | 
WARS | 
\ 4 ; 


Comfort in Love, af any Fellowſhip of” the 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mer-  _. 
cies; fulfil ye m Jar, that N 
ye be e, 1 4 4 0 
ame ' Love, being of aon accord, 'of one 
Mind. Thus doesthat Religion, which is 
from above evidently advance the 'G/oyy, 
Honour, and Reputation of a People, by | 
extirpating Bitterneſs and Wrath, Malice 
| and Evil-peaking; by fuppreſting che 
Fierceneſs of ungovernable IL. yy which 
cauſe Convulſions in a State; by ſoftening 
the natural Roughneſs of Men's Tem- 
pers, and by knitting them together by 
the Cords of Love, the Bands of friend- 
ly Converſe, and mutual Aſſection. 
The ſame Concluſion may be likewiſe 
drawn from the Conſideration of the Juſtice 
of Divine Providence. As Goodneſs and 
Juſtice, Holineſs and Truth are the Pertec- 
tions of the Almighty; to imitate him 
in theſe, is to become like unto him, and 
conſequently cannot but entitle us to his 
peculiar Regard and Favour. For the 
 Reghteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, his 
Eyes will behold the Upright. _ 
The Eye of the Lord is upon | 
them that fear him, upon them Pſalm. xxxiii, 
that hope in his Mercy ; to de- TOS 
liver their Souls from Death, and to keep 
_ C 3 0 


* 


Pſa), xi, 8. 


I 1 3 
them alive in Fatnine. So NY 2s any N 8 


tion is zealous of gook Works, 
ſolongas the ey pay a voluntary, 


Titus ii. 144. | 


unconſtrain? 


that he will. be their God, * that they 
ſhall be his peculiar People ; that he w. 


be their Bulwark, and Defence; and will fight 1 


for them againſt all thoſe that riſe up a ainſt 
them. They ſhall not only taſte of that 


divine Goodneſs, which extends it ſelf to 


every Partof the Creation; but the Rays of 
it ſhall in a particular manner be collected, 


and fix d upon them; they ſhall be filbd 
with the warmeſt Influences of his pater- 


nal Care; and he ſhall gather them together, 
even as a Hen gathereth hey 
Chickens under her Wings, On 
he other hand, when Rapine, and Vio- 


Mar. XXL, 37. 


lence, Injuſtice and every evil Work are in 


1 Land; when the Cries of the Widow 
and Fatherleſs, and the Groans of ' injur'd 
I inocence are gone up for a Memorial 
againſt it; God, who 7s of furer Eyes than 
0 behold Iniquity, will viſit 


Pfalm Ixxxi 
ORNATE. 325 their Offences with @ Rod, 


aud their Sins with Sc gurgec. According 


ly, we find God himſelf declaring the ſame 
by the Mouth of his Prophet Jeremiab; 

at Tohat Iaſtæut 1 yur "ue concerning a 
ati. 


Obedience to the Laws: of 
God; ſo long it may reaſonably bepreſiim'd, 


< 0 
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Nation, "and concerni "ga \ Kingdom i. to plick 8 


vp, and to Pull down, aud to deſtroy it; 


If that Nation againſt whom I ave pres : 
vounced turm from their Evil, I will Res 
pert of the Evil I thought to 45 unto them. 


And at what Inftant T fhall 


ſpeak. concerning a a Nation, L's & — : Ps 


and concerning 4 Kingdom to © 


build, and to plant it, if it do evil in my 
Sight, * it obey not m Voice, then I 
will Repent of the Good, wherewith I ſaid 
I ener them. And this Procedure 


of Providence with regard to bodies Core 


_ is both equitable, and expedient, _ 


424 becauſe Nations, as ſuch, can 


be rewarded, or 'puniſh'd in this 


World. For thoug ;h God ( without any 


Impeachment 'of hi Goodnch _ may ſuffer 
e 


r Miſeries 
and Afflictions, and the Wickedneſs of 


Private Virtue to labour un 


particular Perſons to be Proſperous and 


Succeſsful in this Life; becauſe there is a 


Day coming, when the Rectitude of Di- 
vine Juſtice will be fully diſplay'd: Yet 
as Societies will one Day ceaſe, and be 
diſſolv d; God will either ſhower down 
Temporal Bleſſings, or Curſes upon them, 
according to their Deeds, whether they 
be Good or Evil. Nor is this equitable 
| only, but expedient, W . both as 
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Phi ki. 10. 


41 


it is a a ſtanding Monument of God's Com * 
placency in Piety and Holineſs, and of his 


utter Deteſtation, and abhorrence of Sin 


and Impiety; and as it evidently demon- 


ſtrates, that even in this Life there ds 4 
Reward for the \Righteanus,; 


Providence has all along acted by this 
Rule. This the very -HJeathens experi- 


mentally knew, and acknowledg'd. It i 


an obſervation, that frequently occurs in 
almoſt every one of the Raman Hiſtorians, 


that while they firmly adher'd to the 
Law of Nations; while their Honour was 
art ainted, and their Morals uncorrupted; 


© Succeſs attended upon their Councils, and 
Victory upon their Armies: But, on the 


Contrary, when Laxary and Intemperance 
had made their fatal, but leaſing Inroads 


upon them; when undeſi igning Honeſty 


Was ſupplanted by Crafty Wickednels; 


and the Pauica Fides — the nend 

of Roman Integrity; then, and then only, | 

did they decline in Power; and therefore 
did they decline in Power, becauſe _ 


declin'd 1 in a Virtue. An 


doubtleſs there is — — that | 
Judgeth the Earth. Accordingly, if 'we 
een n the ſudden Growth, and the 
otherwiſe unaccountable Decay. of Kami | 
lies, and upon the Ne, * Period: of | 
Nations and Empires, we ſhall find that 


RY S&H Qu GS greg was - 


1 1 
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with _ and. if we / os 


053 


| And: the whole: Hiſtory of God's, deal! 


ings with his. —— People the Jews, 


plification pe this important e 
the Handi of Mofes were Hiteu aj 


that Religion, which God himſelf n. in 


ſtituted wvas their Director and Guide; 
then did he delliue them 2 the: Handi 
of all. their EBurmił t on © 


Side... But: when; they: fell fell. 14e . 


doww before the. G5 5 * the 
People; that were! round about them. and 
bowed the Knee to Baa h, ther the Anger 
of the Lord'was.hotragainſ}. Hrael, and be 
deliver d them: into: the Herd of 


and as the Lord Tſe) {+ worn anto them. 


And ſince we Chriſtians are now become, 


what they were, God's pecaliar People; 


it cannot be doubted, br it that the divine 


Providence will obſerve the ſame Mea- 


ſures in his Diſpenfations towards us, as 
he did to them: That i s, that he Lord 


will be: with ur, While we” be 


him 


is nothing elſe hut one continued en- | 


Spoilers | 
that : ſpoiled. them, and ber ſald them into 
the Hande of their Enes vies' round about, 
ſo that they could not an y longer Hand he- 
fore their Enemies.  W; bitherſoever they 
went. out, the Hand of the Lord was' a= 
gainſt them for Evil, as: the Lord had ſaid, 


2 2 2. 


| Teſs exalteth a Nation, and conſequently | 
that S/ is 4 Reproach to any Bhe Re} | 
hall ſubjoin an Inference or two natu - 

rally ariſing from what has been ſuid. 


Reaſonableneſo and Beauty woul 
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b will forfake . 
Having thus eſtabliſtyd the Truth of 
Wiſe Man's Aſſertion, that Righteoaſe | 
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And firſt. Since the Practice of Univet- 1 


ſal Righteouſneſs has a:direQ;Tendency 


to promote the Good and Happineſs of So- 
cĩeties; it is the Intereſt of all thoſe: that 


are in Authority to exalt, and promote 


Influences of their Examples, but hy juſt 


and wholſome Laws. Would Men in- 


deed not obſtinately ſtop their Ears to the 
Voice of the Charmer, Religion by its mn 

1 irreſiſti- 
bly win upon their Affections: But ſince 
Lad and Paſſion ever did, and ever will 
caſt a Miſt over Men's Underſtandings, 


the Sanctions of Authority become neceſ- 
ſary to enforce, and recommend it. Ac- 


cordingly, the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature 
hath provided proper Curbs, and Penal- 
ties, not only for the groſſer, and more | 
flagrant Acts of Impiety; but tor the /eſſer 
Violations of God's Law. And our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, who makes the Hal 
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bpeineſs, and Welfare of his People, his on- 
ly concern; has declar'd his Ræyal Intenti - 
LY on of Diſeguntenancing, and puniſbing ail 
| manner of n. and „. et | 
 encoltr ing, a prote 4774 C VA i 
| Religions Piety, nd Gund Proclamation be 
Manners: being well aſſur d. 
that we cannot expect the Bleſſing and 
Goodneſs of - Almighty God, without a Re- 
ligious Obſervance of what he has com- 
manded. Ia purſuance of fo noble a. Re- 
ſolution, he hath appointed fit and able 
Men to be his Subſtitutes and Repreſenta- 
tives through the whole Nation; whoſe 
Glory, and Honour it is to be continually 
employ'd in the fame Labour of Love, the 
{ame generous deſign of diſcouraging Im- 
piety and Unrighteouſneſs, Profineneſs 
and Debauchery, of ſtopping the over- 
flowings of Ungodlineſs, of removing Vis- 
lence and Spoil, and of executing Judgment 
and Juſtice; and by that means of preſer- 
ving, and advancing the Honour ot God, 
and his Religion. Sorry I am to ſay it, 
that the Repyoaches of our Nation make 
it neceſſary to unſheath the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice, and to puniſh, and correct the wick- 
ed, that others may hear, and fear, and 
do no more ſo fooliſhly; leaſt they alſo come 
into the ſame Condemnation. It is evident 
even to the moſt ſuperficial obſerver, that 
ä FT, 
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wWorſe, there are numbers to be found, eve 


and openly to explode and deny Revela- 


: 5 o Tat - SY 2 ; | | fot 
It is an eſtabliſh'd Maxim in Law, B. 
that 20 one ought to be vier than the 


of a ſeꝛo ſhould be regulated by the ꝝni- 


they therefore, that endeavour to weak- WM .; 
en, and overthrow that Religion, which WW c: 


gainſt their S vereigu alſo; and conſequent- 
ly, fall within the Verge of that Power, 
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Voice and Immorality, Profaneneſs and WW pu 


Irreligion are in ſome meaſure become E- WW / 
pidemical amongſt us. Since almoſt every | 

Impiety, that has ever been acted in'ahy: | thi 
Age or Country, has been of late Years WW - 
unhappily reviv id in this; and what is fill Ml , 


who, from being Sceptichs in ſome parti- Li 


_ cular Points of Faith, are at laſt come to ma 


ſap the very Foundations of all Religion; Wl tax 


tion, which was ſo earnefily-wiſh'd'for m. 
by the wiſeſt of the Heathens, © © 021k | 


** 


Laws. And ſurely, nothing can be more 


juſt, and reaſonable, than that particular Wl wi 


Perſons ſhould acquieſce in the Deciſions W C 
of their Legiſlators; and that the Caprices | 


ted Wiſdom of the whole Community. All N 


has the Countenance of Authority, and po 
the Support of Laws, do in ſome meaſure 
undermine the whole Conſtitution; and 
are not only fighting againſt God, but a- WW 


with which Magiſtrates are intruſted, on 


bs Neminem oportet elle Sapientiorem Legibus. . Vide, 1 ne 
Coke's Reports, Vol. 6th, & paſſim. | 


1 pur- 


ſe to ſappreſs whatever proves wetrimenta 
FN uftive of the Welfare of Soc 4 n 
Once more: from what has id it appears, 
that the trueſt Patriots, and warmeſt Friends to their: 
Country are thoſe, h denying all in«7 ga 
godlineſs and worldly Luſtt, walk rigbie- 8 
ouſly, ſober and godly in this preſent World. is Senſe, 
even the meaneſt Peaſant may claim a Phi in the 
Liſt of Patriots; for tho the Influence of M Piety 
may be confin*d to the narrow Boundaries HH A Cot- 
tage, he may at leaſt rule well bis own Houſe; and 
by the irreſiſtible Eloquence of a Pious Behaviour 
may perſwade his Children alſo 1 fear Pet. l. * 
God, and Honour the: Ning. And as 385 17. 
for thoſe, whom God! has diſtinguiſnd from their 
Brethren by a Superior Station, and all the Bleſſings 
of this Life, it is their diſtinguiſhing Privilege to be 
able to ſtamp à kind of Value and Excellence upon 
whatever they give Countenance to. They are like- 
Cities feated upon a Hill, that cannot be hid, and con- 
ſequently, in Proportion as they let their Lgbis ſhine \ 
before Men, they | 
fee their good Works to gloriſie their Bae: ine n * 
ther which is in Heaven. Let us then Matt. v. 14, 
all of us in our reſpective Stations, ang 
Conditions, evidence to each other our Zea for the 
publick Welfare, by the unblameableneſs of our- 
Lives and the Integrity of our Converſations. So 
ſhall we diſcharge the Debt we owe to our Country, 
and anſwer all the Civil Obligations we lie under, 
as Members of the Body Politick. So ſhall we. ſecure. 
do ourſelves, and tranſmit to our Poſterity all thoſe 
invaluable Bleſſings we enjoy under a truly Proteſtant 
aaminiſtration, Let not therefore Impiety, Unclean- 
neſs, or Diſhoneſty be /o much as once nam' d amongſt 
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will induee others alſo, when they” 
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5 ancewith theexcelent Advice of S. Paul, Let 
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1 Deut. iv. and Clamoutp 91d Kut ſpeaking 32 
WE, away from ix, with all Malite. wedeſerve, and 
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